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P a s t o r :  

  T i m  H a r v e y  

 

M i n i s t e r  o f  N u r t u r e  

a n d  M u s i c :  

  C a r o l  E l m o r e  

THE VISITOR 
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 6  

P u b l i s h e d  b y :  

O a k  G r o v e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  B r e t h r e n  
2 1 3 8  M c V i t t y  R o a d ,  S W  

R o a n o k e ,  V A   2 4 0 1 8  

 

N E W S L E T T E R  

C O M M I T T E E :  

R e n a ’  B r o w n  

C a r o l y n  B r o y l e s  

N a n c y  H y l t o n  

J o s e p h i n e  K e l l e r  

B r y a n a  L a c k e y  

E m i l y  N e l s o n  

 

D E A D L I N E  F O R  

F E B R U A R Y  

J A N UA R Y  1 5  

E-mail: 

churchoffice@oakgrovecob.org 

 
Website: 

www.oakgrovecob.org 
 

Phone: 

(540) 774-3217 

CHURCH OFFICE 
SECRETARY HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 
9:00-2:00 p.m. 

 

January Sermon Schedule 
 

January 4      Epiphany Sunday   
                      Matthew 2:1-12 and Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
January 11    Sermon on the Mount: Introduction, part 1 
                        Matthew 4:1-11  Whose world is it, anyway? 
 
January 18    Sermon on the Mount: Introduction, part 2 
                        Matthew 4:12 – 5:2  Living on contested ground 
 
January 25    Sermon on the Mount: Poor in Spirit 
                        Matthew 5:3 

  Join us on Sundays 

Sunday School   

 9:45 a.m.   

Worship    

11:00 a.m.   
 



 2 

Church News 
Prayer concerns since the last Visitor: 

...Katie Myer, sepsis and heart issues. 

...Joyce Bolender, knee replacement 

...Bill Hall, recovering from surgery 
 
Keep the Woodard family in your prayers.  Ed’s 
mother’s dementia has worsened and has entered 
hospice. 

Happy Birthday 
 
   1-   Emily Nelson 
   3-   Peter Lubbs 
  10-  Wanda Lynch 
  11-  Tyler Broyles 
  19-  Jonna Detweiler 
  22-  Coulton Janney 
  24-  Johnny Thompson 
  25-  Holly Belcher 
  26-  Dennis Ferguson 
  27-  Shelly Haas 
  28-  Maggie Pizzullo 
  30-  Andrew King 

Happy Anniversary 
  1-  Nelson & Nancy Hylton 
  1-  Dan & Kris Tilley-Lubbs 
 14- Ron & Jill Mooney 

 

MONTHLY OUTREACH 
December 

 

 

 

-Three individuals assisted  through our Good     

          Samaritan   Fund. 

-Food for two families through our Food                

      Pantry. 

-Sleep in Heavenly Peace built 60 beds!  

-Backpack is delivering 16 bags weekly! 

-Project WARM splitting and delivering wood! 
December 25 & 26, 2025 

CHURCH 

 

  Handbell Choir rehearsal          
begins again January 7, 2026 at 
10:00 a.m. 
 
  Choir rehearsal also begins again       
January 7, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 

The After-Church Fellowship Team needs help!  

  If you are interested, there’s a sign-up sheet in 
the fellowship hall. We’ll also have a short walk-
through with Kathie and Janet on Sunday, January 
18, at 12:30 p.m. This will be a great opportunity 
to become more familiar with the church kitchen 
and see how everything works. 

  For more information, contact Ellen Phillips or 
Rhonda Marcum. 

Church Work Day 
 
  On January 4, 2026 there will be a work day after church.  We need to remove 
everything out of the Nursery, Pre-K room, Historical Room and Educational 
Closet.  If possible, we will have paint and supplies to begin painting.  Also, the 
week of January 5th there will be  opportunities for anyone who would like to 
paint. This work will be preparing the rooms for the asbestos to be removed and new flooring 
to be installed.   

  If you have any questions, call Roger Simpson or Mike Elmore.  

mailto:enphillips4@gmail.com
mailto:marcumfamily1984@gmail.com
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Project WARM EVERY                    

Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

Chocolate                     

Extravaganza & 

Talent Show  

January 31, 2026 

  We’ll serve soup/chili at 6:00 p.m., followed by the talent show at 6:30 p.m. Please bring 
your favorite chocolate dessert to share—pre-cut portions are appreciated. 

  This family-friendly event welcomes performers of all ages. In previous years, we've                
enjoyed musical performances, storytelling, cooking demonstrations, and more. Watch for a 
sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall. 

Questions? Contact Rhonda Marcum or Ellen Phillips. 

 

Men’s Bible Study Schedule 

 
January 7      Jesus learns to pray 
                         Luke 2:21-52, 4:14-30 
 
January 14    Jesus’ practice of prayer 
                        Matthew 14:23;                                                                                             
                       Mark 1:35-39; 
                        Luke 5:16, 6:12, 9:18-20 
 
January 21    Dinner and devotions 
 
January 28    No study 

The Prayers of Jesus 

Oak Grove Church of              
the Brethren 

January 2026 Happenings 
 

01-Church Office Closed 
06-Peace and Justice Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
07-Men’s Bible Study returns at 6:00 p.m. 
07-Handbell Rehearsals return at 10:00 a.m. 
07-Choir Rehearsals return at 7:00 p.m. 
08-Women’s Faith Bible Study returns at 9:30 a.m. 
11-Leadership Team Retreat at 12:30 p.m. 
31-Chocolate Extravaganza & Talent Show (below) 

mailto:marcumfamily1984@gmail.com
mailto:enphillips4@gmail.com
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Camp Bethel News 

 

  Camp Bethel is looking for a full time 

Food Services Coordinator as well as 

2026 Summer Kitchen Staff! 

 

  If interested, please go to 

www.campbethelvirginia.org and follow the 

links or click on the QR code to the right! 

  
Join the Camp Bethel Team! 

  Winter Camp is a fun and spiritual program for 
kids in 1st-5th grades, youth in 6th-8th grades 
& teens in 9th-12th grades led by the reunited  
Summer Staff and Youth Leaders from our District 
Churches.  
 
  Click here for more information or to register! 

https://www.campbethelvirginia.org/wintercamp.html
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Pastor’s Column 
  One Thursday morning last June, I was working on my sermon at Fintel Library when I               
received a text message from Carol, who was just finishing up that week’s Women’s Faith 
Study on The Chosen: 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
  This was certainly an interesting change of pace from my normal Thursday morning! And, as 
it turns out, one that I was more prepared for than anyone might have imagined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  So, I got to work. This fall, our Pathfinders Sunday School class has been taking a slow walk 
through The Sermon on the Mount—and an even slower walk through the Lord’s Prayer—
loosely following some old Bible study discussion guides published by Brethren Press in the 
late 1980’s. And I’ve spoken with Brethren Press; they recognize how long it’s been since 
they’ve published something on the Sermon on the Mount and are open to a new project. 
We’re working together to determine what might best suit the needs of the wider                                     
denomination. Stay tuned! 
 
   But more immediately for Oak Grove’s needs, I’m glad to respond to the Women’s Faith 
Study request for a sermon series on the Sermon on the Mount, found in Matthew chapters 5-7. 
We will begin on Sunday, January 11, 2026 with two weeks of introductory material from  
Matthew chapter 4. In my study, I’m realizing how important it is to understand both Jesus’ 
wilderness temptation (Matthew 4:1-11) as well as Jesus’ initial ministry and calling the first 
disciples (Matthew 4:12-25) as a precursor to how we should interpret his sermon in the                   
following three chapters. After the introduction, we’ll take the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-11) 
one at a time, a list which will leave us on the cusp of Holy Week.  
 
 

The women’s group requests a                 
sermon series on the Sermon on the 
Mount. We think there’s a year’s worth 

of sermons. �  

You know, that’s interesting. I had so much fun writing the 
Brethren Press Devotional booklet that I’ve been thinking 
of asking Wendy McFadden if they would publish a similar 
one on the Sermon on the Mount. It would take a sermon 
series or some such thing to make that possible...I went so 
far and created an                outline of this project a few 
years ago...It has 37                  entries. 

Continued next page 
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   My approach to the Sermon on the Mount will be to interpret it in keeping with Jesus’                  
conclusion in Matthew 7:24: Everyone, then, who hears these words of mine and acts on 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. We will assume that Jesus gave us 
these words, ideas, images, and instructions intending that we would build our lives—both                  
individually and collectively—around these words, putting them into effect in our daily living. 
As such, they will serve us as a confession of faith: a list of core beliefs we deem essential to 
following Jesus in our day and time. 
 
   Hopefully you’ll see that conveyed in the logo that Debbie Noffsinger (a longtime friend and 
magnificent graphic designer) created for our inspiration as we proceed through these sermons. 
 As we enter this new year, take some time to read the Sermon on the Mount. Maybe you’ll 
even want to attempt memorizing portions of it so that you always have these important words 
of Jesus close by to guide your living! 

Leadership Team  Retreat 
From Connie Bierly, Chair: 
 
  My sincere thanks to all who have served in 2025 and have agreed to serve on our                        
Leadership Team in the coming years.  We are truly blessed with a congregation filled with 
talented, gifted, dedicated people. God is good! 
 
  Please mark your calendars for our first meeting of 2026 scheduled for Sunday, January 
11, 2026 immediately following worship service at 12:30 p.m. The specific location and 
an  agenda will be emailed to everyone after January 1.   
 
  This meeting is our annual time to organize for the coming year.  It is very important for 
newly elected Leadership Team Members AND all elected members who served in 2025 be in 
attendance. We plan to review last year and continue plans for 2026.  Please RSVP to me                
either by email (cnbierly@gmail.com) or by phone/text (540-314-5862) no later than                     
Wednesday, January 7. Lunch will be provided.   

mailto:cnbierly@gmail.com
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2 p.m.-Games 
 

9 a.m.-Crafts 
 
12:30 p.m.– 
Backpack 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School  
11:00 a.m.– 
Worship 
12:30 p.m.-
Leadership 
Team Retreat 

 
10 a.m.–               
Handbells 
 
6 p.m. Men’s             
Bible Study 
7 p.m.-Choir 

 
9:30 a.m.-Women’s 
Faith Study Group 
 
2 p.m.-Games 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School  
11:00 a.m.-
Worship 

Church Office  
Closed 

 
6 p.m.-Peace                  
& Justice 

Bryana on vacation January 5-9. 

Carol on vacation January 18-23. 

9 a.m.– Crafts 

10 a.m.–               
Handbells 
 
6 p.m. Men’s             
Bible Study 
7 p.m.-Choir 

 
9:30 a.m.-               
Women’s Faith               
Study Group 
 
2 p.m.-Games 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School  
11:00 a.m.-
Worship 
12:30 p.m.– 
Kitchen Tour 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School  
11:00 a.m.-
Worship 
12:30 p.m.– 
Grandparent 
Activity 

9 a.m.-Crafts 
 
12:30 p.m.– 
Backpack 

9 a.m.– Crafts 

10 a.m.–               
Handbells 
 
7 p.m.-Choir 

 
9:30 a.m.-                           
Women’s Faith                 
Study Group 
 
2 p.m.-Games 

Pastor Tim out of the office January 27-29. 

10 a.m.–               
Handbells 
5:30 p.m. Men’s             
Dinner &                
Devotions 
7 p.m.-Choir 

8 a.m.-Project  
WARM 

8 a.m.-Project  
WARM 
 

8 a.m.-Project  
WARM 
 

8 a.m.-Project  
WARM 
 

8 a.m.-Project  
WARM 

6 p.m.-               
Chocolate           
Extravaganza  
& Talent Show 
 

2 p.m.-Games 

Winter Camp at 
Camp Bethel 
January 3-4 


