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P a s t o r :  

  T i m  H a r v e y  

 

M i n i s t e r  o f  N u r t u r e  

a n d  M u s i c :  

  C a r o l  E l m o r e  

THE VISITOR 
A U G U S T  2 0 2 6  

P u b l i s h e d  b y :  

O a k  G r o v e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  B r e t h r e n  
2 1 3 8  M c V i t t y  R o a d ,  S W  

R o a n o k e ,  V A   2 4 0 1 8  

 

N E W S L E T T E R  

C O M M I T T E E :  

R e n a ’  B r o w n  

C a r o l y n  B r o y l e s  

N a n c y  H y l t o n  

J o s e p h i n e  K e l l e r  

B r y a n a  L a c k e y  

E m i l y  N e l s o n  

 

D E A D L I N E  F O R  

S E P T E M B E R  

A U G U S T  1 5  

E-mail: 

churchoffice@oakgrovecob.org 

 
Website: 

www.oakgrovecob.org 
 

Phone: 

(540) 774-3217 

CHURCH OFFICE 
SECRETARY HOURS: 

Monday-Friday 
9:00-2:00 p.m. 

 Join us for Worship on Sundays! 
Sunday School-9:45 a.m. 

Worship-11:00 a.m. 

2026 Bible School - ALL AGES 
 
Saturday, August 1, 2026:  
At CAMP BETHEL 9:45-12:00 p.m. 
Then lunch and swimming 
Kids and Adult Classes; Teens do 
volunteer work at Camp, then 
12:00 ALL CHURCH POTLUCK (at 
picnic shelter behind Ark)    
**Bring a dish or two to share, and then SWIMMING 
1-3:00 p.m. 
 
Sunday, August 2, 2026: 
At CHURCH 9:45-12:00 p.m. 
Then lunch and concert 
ALL CHURCH Sunday School in the fellowship hall, 
then the adults go to the sanctuary for Worship 
and kids stay for classes in fellowship hall. After 
worship there will be hotdogs with fixings for 
lunch and a concert (Robert, Colleen and friends) 
until about 1:15 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

Parents and               
Grandparents, 

PLEASE scan the QR 
code and register 
your family for              
VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL! 
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Church News 
Prayer concerns since the last Visitor: 

...Sylvia Shepherd, having surgery soon 

...Vicki Turner, recovering from surgery 

...Rosemary Saul, recovering from surgery 

...Martha Gregory, Raleigh Court Rehab 

...Jane Grisso, recovering from a fall 

...Lowell Foutz, hip replacement surgery 

Happy Birthday 
 
   1-   Jake Keating 
   3-   Carolyn Broyles 
   4-   Ellen Phillips 
   5-  Leland Flora 
   8-  Paul Shumate 
   9-  Janet Hartman 
   9-  Stephen Wills 
  10-  Tanya Pizzullo 
  15-  Rena’ Brown 
  15-  Lucas Musselman 
  17-  Nicki Wilson McCormick 
  18-  Philip King 
  21-  Tima Hambleton-Thrasher 
  22-  Carol Jones 
  25-  Randall Eakin 
  30-  Beth Shearer 
  30-  Vada Henshaw 
  31-  Martha Gregory 
  31-  Landon Elmore 
  31-  Lynette Harvey 
  31-  Bill Hall 
 

Happy Anniversary 

 7-  Keith & Kirsten Lubbs-Robinson 
 7-  Ben & Andrea Foutz 
11-  Mike & Sharon Hanger 
11-  Joe & Sara Blaha 
13-  Sam & Ellen Phillips 
21-  Jamie & Deanna Knox 
24-  Doug & Robin Craighead 

 

July 2026 Outreach 

-Four individuals assisted  through our Good     

    Samaritan   Fund. 

-Food for two families through our Food                

      Pantry. 

-SHP Bed Builds produced 40 beds. 

  Choir resumes rehearsals on                         
September 2, 2026. Meet for Dinner at 
5:30 p.m. at Wildwood Smokehouse 
(2041 Electric Rd.) Then, we’ll have a 
short rehearsal at 7:00 at church. ALL 
who love to sing are invited!  
 
 Handbells will resume rehearsals at 
10:00 a.m. on September 9, 2026. All 
are welcome to join this amazing group 
directed by Sarah Ann Bowman. 
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Leadership Team News 
by Connie Bierly, Leadership Team Chair 

 
  If you have questions, suggestions or would like more information, please contact me by text/
phone:  540-314-5862 or email: cnbierly@gmail.com. 
 
  Topics discussed at our July 2026 monthly meeting include: 
 
  All commissions/committees will begin planning for the 2027 Budget at their upcoming              
August meetings.  The finalized, proposed 2027 budget is scheduled for members’ vote at 
Council Meeting on October 18. 
 
  Pastor Tim continues to stay very busy coordinating activities with all our commissions. As 
usual, his work with Annual Conference has taken a significant amount of time and planning.  
He is currently working on his “summer” task list.  This includes stewardship plans, closely 
working with financial plans, plans for August sermon series on “Finding God in Music”, and 
plans for advent.  All this in addition to his pastoral care work with all of us. 
 
  Minister of Nuture and Music also continues to stay very busy.  Carol served as one of our 
delegates to annual conference.  Mike Elmore served as our second delegate this year. After 
returning from Annual Conference, Carol coordinated and chaperoned (along with Todd              
Marcum and Kirsten Lubbs-Robinson) FaithX, a summer youth work camp where four of our 
youth (Maddie Burton, Charleigh Jackson, Davion Jackson, Graeme Robinson) gained                   
valuable experience working with adults with special needs.  Following the work camp, Carol 
(along with Don Pizzulo) and two of our young people (Gavin Robinson and Vincent Pizzullo) 
took off to National Youth Conference (NYC).  Carol continues to work very closely with our 
Christian Education Commission on upcoming Vacation Bible School, and will be working to 
organize concerts for our congregation to enjoy, and with special music for the August sermon 
series. And remember in addition to all this great work, she has the additional task of serving 
as moderator-elect for our District Conference coming up this fall. 
 
  Christian Education Commission continues the process of hiring one person to help with 
children from ages infant to third grade each Sunday from 9:30 to 12:30 with payment of $100 
per Sunday.  Two applicants are expected to be interviewed in the very near future.  Vacation 
Bible School registration is now open.  Good as Gold certificates are available.  Watch for              
details on newer changing tables and possible décor for the nursery.  Plans to purchase                       
children’s books from The Brethren Press are being made.  These books will be given to                  
families quarterly.  Money currently in the Gladis Lehman Memorial Fund will be used to 
begin this program. 
 
  Evangelism and Membership has chosen the two organizations to receive a $100 gift each 
in honor of Mothers’ Day and Fathers’ Day: The Bradley Free Clinic and Fed Up. They are             
also working on activities to be a part of the fall Church Bazaar and may plan another Guess 
Who’s Coming to Lunch for the fall.  Serving in their role as Nominating Committee, this 
commission will begin planning our 2027 slate.  In addition to these annual tasks, this                     
commission will take the lead in planning for our 125th anniversary coming up in 2027.  
 
 Continued next page... 

mailto:cnbierly@gmail.com
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  Finance Commission a monthly careful review of the overall financial health of our                      
congregation continues. This includes working to transition some bookkeeping, financial              
reporting, and payroll tasks to Neely’s Accounting.  The commission has decided that three 
positions will serve as authorized contacts on financial accounts:  finance chair, treasurer, and 
a trustee.  These positions are currently held by Carolyn Morris, Shelly Haas, and Todd                 
Marcum respectively.  The Leadership Team was provided several financial statements for 
their review.  Pastor Tim noted that for the first time in recent years our June 30th Statement of               
Financial Position shows a net operating revenue of $1,231.94. This is good news; often times 
at the mid-year point we operate at a net loss.  Giving has often been lower than normal during 
summer months and more robust other times of the year.  Nelson Hylton and Becky Fowler 
served on this year’s financial review committee and have completed their work.  The 2025 
Year End Statement of Financial Position shows a net operating loss of $10,189.65.  Copies of 
financial statements are available upon request. 
 
  Ministry and Worship ensured our pulpit was filled each Sunday during Pastor Tim's time 
away for vacation and Annual Conference needs. Roger Stultz, Greg Broyles, and Marilyn 
Lerch served as guest preachers.  Year round this commission supports the work of our head 
usher, audio visual volunteers, church decorators, and music team. 
 
  Missions & Service reports the successful dispensing with our very unwelcome visitors in 
the kitchen.  More stringent cleaning protocols remain in place and need to be followed by               
anyone using the kitchen.  Details for our August 1 picnic at Camp Bethel will be finalized by 
the printing of this newsletter.  The commission is also discussing plans for fall activities 
which may include a back-to-school pancake breakfast, a Sleep in Heavenly Peace Bed Build 
& Luncheon, a cobbler booth for Heritage Day at Camp Bethel, and the CROP Walk in                            
October.  They will also work to coordinate our potluck luncheon for our Fall Council                  
Meeting. 
 
  Peace and Justice asks that everyone mark their calendars to come to church on September 1 
at 6 p.m. to learn more details on Roanoke Justice Ministries and how we might be supportive 
of this ecumenical social justice ministry.  
 
  Property Commission The parsonage rent increased July 1. The current tenants’ new house 
isn’t yet completed so they are on a month-to-month rental agreement at the increased rate.  
Some of the new furniture for our vestibule has been delivered and placed. Upgrades to HVAC 
in the vestibule have been completed.  A new commercial refrigerator has been purchased and 
installed in the kitchen.  The flooring contractor notified us that all the new flooring in the             
fellowship hall, vestibule, and front entrance will be replaced at his expense due to some of 
the flooring coming loose.   
 
  The Deacon Board did not meet in July. At the next meeting, the deacons plan to discuss  
revisioning of the current card list, updating our shepherding list, and finalizing plans for the 
next Love Feast. For World Communion Sunday on October 4, we will likely schedule              
bread and cup communion.  We will also be brainstorming ideas for the deacons to take on for 
our 125th anniversary. 
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August 2026 Highlights 

August 1-Vacation Bible School at Camp Bethel at  9:45 a.m. 

August 1- All Church Picnic at Camp Bethel at 12:00 p.m. 

August 2- Vacation Bible School at church at 9:45 a.m. 

August 8- World Hunger Auction at Antioch CoB at 9:30 a.m. 

August 9- Leadership Team Meeting at 12:30 p.m. 

August 12- Summer Concert in The Grove at 6:00 p.m. 

August 19- Munch Bunch meeting at Cheddar’s at 11:00 a.m. 

August 31- Backpack is resuming at 12:30 p.m. 

Vacation Bible School  
August 1-2, 2026 
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Camp Bethel News 

September 4-7, 2026 
Click here for more information on registration, menus and activities! 

Labor Day Family Weekend at Camp Bethel 

https://www.campbethelvirginia.org/labor-day-family-weekend.html
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Virlina District News 
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Annual Conference Wrap-up 
 

Annual Conference by the numbers 
 

• 1,659 registered participants including 389 delegates, 1,117 nondelegates, and 153 virtual 
attendees. 

• $50,788.29 received in five worship offerings: 
 $9,409.70 received for Core Ministries of the Church of the Brethren, with a focus on  

Global Mission. 
 $14,268.05 received in support of Annual Conference operations on Monday, June 29 
 $11,350.63 received for the Witness to Host City benefiting Alive Community Outreach 

(with an additional 4 pallets of material goods also donated). 
 $10,066.59 received for Annual Conference children and youth programming  
 $5,693.32 received in support of the Church of the Brethren Core Ministries with a focus on 

Discipleship and Leadership Formation. 
• $14,759 was raised by the Silent Auction to undergird the operating budget of Annual 

Conference. Items included two delightful sets of crocheted Winnie the Pool characters 
from Sarah Ann Bowman, a cutting board from Pastor Tim, and a Noah’s Ark by Hobert 
Harvey. 

• 1 new fellowship and 1 new church plant were welcomed into the Church of the Brethren 
denomination: Iglesia Cristiana Elohim was welcomed as a new fellowship located in Las 
Vegas, Nev., in Pacific Southwest District. The Sanctuary was welcomed as a new church 
plant located in a rural area of Indiana, in Northern Indiana District. 

• A 4.2 percent cost of living increase was approved for the Minimum Cash Salary Table for 
Pastors in 2027, as proposed by the Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory                      
Committee.  

• 110 units of blood were collected over 2 days onsite. The Annual Conference Virtual Blood 
Drive, in which church members and friends can give blood in their own communities,  
continues through July 31. For information about how to participate contact Brethren              
Disaster Ministries at bdm@brethren.org. 

 
Pictured below: The commissioning of the 2027 Moderator,                                                                  

Dennis Beckner and Moderator Elect, Amy Gall Ritchie. 

mailto:bdm@brethren.org
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Pastor’s Column for August 2026 
Finding God in the Music 2026 

“Light in the Shadows” 
 

   As you enter the sanctuary on Sunday, August 2, pause for a moment to notice the                     
parament on the pulpit. Its color reminds us that we have entered a liturgical season that     
offers a new invitation to listen for God’s presence in our lives. 
 
   Finding God in the Music returns this year with an eclectic collection of songs whose             
melodies and metaphors encourage us to lift our eyes beyond the pressures of each day.             
Together, they invite us to rediscover the people, places, and moments that bear witness to 
God’s grace, helping us rejoice in life’s blessings even amid its challenges and hardships. 
 The Hooters’ 2008 song “I’m Alive!” comes from their album Time Stand Still. Although the 
band is best known for its 1980s pop hits, a deeper listen reveals lyrical themes shaped by 
the members’ Jewish upbringing. “I’m Alive!” offers a simple but easily overlooked                   
invitation: be grateful for the gift of today. 
 
   “Crooked Tree” is the title track from the 2022 album by Molly Tuttle and Golden                    
Highway. If dazzling guitar work is your preferred musical style, few musicians can match 
Molly Tuttle’s speed, precision, and beauty on the fretboard. This song also pairs naturally 
with our Sermon on the Mount series, as Matthew 7:15–20 contrasts trees that bear good 
fruit with those that do not. As we’ll discover, there are advantages to being a “crooked 
tree.” 
 
   The power of Balsam Range’s “Eldorado Blue” lies in its lyrical simplicity, inviting us to 
recognize the value of the ordinary gifts already before us. Can we learn to find contentment 
right where we are? 
 

Continued next page... 
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  Ghost Hounds make their first Finding God in the Music appearance with their 2021 song 
“Mountain Range.” Its lyrics lead us into the woods on a rainy day, where nature becomes a 
place of spiritual clarity and renewal. Where do you go to find rest from the noise of                     
everyday life?  
 
   If you had told me when I entered ministry 30 years ago that I would one day preach a                 
sermon beginning with the words, “I want you to consider this gospel song written by The 
Rolling Stones,” I would have laughed out loud. Yet here we are with their 2023 song “Sweet 
Sounds of Heaven,” featuring Lady Gaga. Rather than saying more about why I chose it, I’ll 
simply encourage you to listen. It practically preaches its own sermon. 
 
   Finding God in the Music is an annual reminder that the Spirit often meets people on                    
familiar ground, speaking through melodies already in their ears and stories already in their 
hearts. Like the Apostle Paul, who stood in Athens and quoted the poets his listeners already 
knew, we seek to build bridges that lead toward Christ. We pray that those who hear these 
songs might also hear the deeper invitation beneath them—that, like Dionysius, Damaris, and 
the others who believed, they may discover that the God they have been searching for has been 
nearer than they imagined all along. May it be so in our day. 

Peace & Justice Roanoke Justice Ministries Meeting – September 1, 2026 

 
  Please join the Peace & Justice group for a special meeting on Tuesday, September 1, at 6:00 
p.m., to learn more about Roanoke Justice Ministries and explore how Oak Grove can become 
involved in this important community effort. 

  Roanoke Justice Ministries is a coalition of faith communities working together to address 
systemic issues affecting our neighbors through research, relationship-building, and collective 
action. By bringing diverse congregations together, Roanoke Justice Ministries seeks practical, 
lasting solutions to challenges facing the Roanoke Valley. 

  During this meeting, we will learn more about their mission and discuss what it would mean 
to form an Oak Grove Roanoke Justice Ministries team. Whether you're passionate about             
justice issues or simply curious to learn more, your perspective is welcome. 

  Please consider joining us Tuesday, September 1, at 6:00 p.m., either in person or via Zoom. 



 11 

Hymn Sing 
August 14, 2026 

 
  Mark your calendar for Friday, August 14 at 6 p.m. for supper and singing at Monte Vista 
Church of the Brethren (25 Wades Gap Road, Callaway) OR at the picnic pavilion at Monte 
Vista Acres (a couple miles north on Wades Gap Road)--depending on the weather.  
Stay tuned for a decision about venue closer to the date.  
 

  Supper will be a "salad potluck." Chicken salad and bread, along with tableware and iced 
tea will be provided. If you are able, please bring a salad, dessert, or cold beverage to share. As 
some participants have requested, monetary donations will be accepted to help cover costs of 
hosting. 
 

  The theme is prayers for peace and justice, and for strength for the journey of faith in these              
troubled times are my ideas at the moment.  Come prepared to sing what is on your heart.  
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14 

 
 

 
 

 
2 p.m.-Games 
 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.-
Worship 
 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.-
Worship 
 

9 a.m.-Crafts 
 

2 p.m.-Games 
 
5:30 p.m.-Finance 
Meeting 
 

9 a.m.-Crafts 
 

 
2 p.m.-Games 
 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School  
11:00 a.m.-
Worship 
12:30 a.m.–  
Leadership 
Team 

9 a.m.-Crafts 

2 p.m.-Games 
5:30 p.m.- 
Commissions Meeting 
6:30 p.m.-Christian Ed. 

 
6 p.m.-Peace                  
& Justice  at 
church or Zoom 
 

Vacation Bible 
School 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.-
Worship 
Lunch and Concert 

9 a.m.-Crafts 
 
 

9:45 a.m.– Camp 
Bethel 
Vacation Bible  
School  
12 p.m.- All                 
Church Picnic 
1– 3 p.m.– Swim 

6 p.m.–                 
Outdoor             
Concert with 
Pantasia 

9:45 a.m.-
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.-
Worship 
 

9 a.m.-Crafts 
 
12:30 p.m.– 
Backpack  

9:30 a.m.– 
World Hunger 
Auction at            
Antioch CoB 

11 a.m.– 
Munch Bunch 
at Cheddar’s 

 

6 p.m.-Hymn 
Sing at Monte 
Vista CoB 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace Bed Builds for August: 

August 1– Hardy Volunteer Fire Dept.  At 8:30 a.m. Click here to register. 

August 26-Carilion Clinic at 8:30 a.m. Click here for more info. 

August 29-Bonsack Baptist Church at 8:30 a.m.  Click here for more info. 

https://x.gldn.io/e/z2FfFs3584b
https://volunteer.shpbeds.org/opportunities/WbFGF7kzKc
https://volunteer.shpbeds.org/opportunities/avunIDMBez

