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Join us on Sundays 
Sunday School-9:45 a.m. 

Worship-11:00 a.m. 
 

October Sermons and Scripture 

October 4  Do not judge   Matthew 7:1-5 

October 11  Dogs and pigs   Matthew 7:6 

October 18  The Golden Rule   Matthew 7:12 

October 25  The Narrow Gate   Matthew 1:13-14 

November 1  Wise or Foolish?   Matthew 7:21-28                                   
   

Looking Ahead… 

November 1    Love Feast after church. 
 
November 8    Council  Meeting after church. 
 
November 13-14  Virlina District Conference 
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Prayer concerns since the last Visitor: 

…Wyatt (friend of Brent & Sherrie White), cancer 
…Garland Brown, had G.I. procedures 

Happy Birthday 
  

1- Tyler Chumbley 
   3-   Brent White 
   4-   Cooper Purcell 
   6-   Julie Ann Pullen 
   6-   Carolyn Morris 
   9-   Diane Tyler 
  10-  Nancy Reichard 
  10-  Craig Wallace 
  12-  Dan Hylton 
  19-  Clara Micolupo 
  22-  Michaela Tyler 
   27-  Charlie Purcell 

 

Happy Anniversary 

  2-   Mike and Diane Tyler 
  3-   Dave and Carol Jones 
15-  Bill and Becky Fowler 
29-  Brian and Brooke Harmon 
 
 
 September Outreach 

-Two individuals assisted through 
  our Good Samaritan Fund.  

 -Food for one family through our 
  Food Pantry.  

- Four SHP Bed Builds providing 
   beds.   

-Backpack Ministry every Monday. 

 

Heritage Day Needs 

   Heritage Day is October 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Camp 
Bethel.  This is an important fundraiser for Camp Bethel, and we’re 
looking forward to once again having an Oak Grove cobbler booth as 
part of the festivities. 

  We’ll need plenty of cobblers and volunteers to make the booth a 
success. Sign-up sheets for cobblers and volunteers are available in 
the fellowship hall. We’ll also need volunteers to help transport the 
cobblers and booth supplies to and from Camp Bethel and to help 
serve throughout the day. If you can help, please sign up!  Also, we are 
still in need of a coordinator for the booth.   

  If you are interested, contact Rhonda Marcum or Ellen Phillips. 

 

 

 Contact Randall Eakin for 
tickets and information. 

 
The museum is 
in Greensboro, 

NC. 



  
Fred Porter 

by Nancy Reichard  

  As many of you know Fred has been attending Oak Grove for a while and now he has 
become an official member as of September 6, 2026. Fred comes to us by transfer of letter 
from Central Church of the Brethren where he served as music director.  He also used to 
sing in the Roanoke Opera. We love having him in our choir singing tenor. 
 
  Fred is a Miracle man. In 2017 he almost died. He was a young man with young children at 
home. Members of Central COB prayed for him, and we are so happy that he has lived 
through all his health issues. He is a blessing to us all. He has dialysis 3 times a week. He 
works in maintenance at the Hampton Inn on Plantation Rd. 
 
  He has been married to his lovely wife, Sarah, for 31 years and they have 4 adult children 
and two grandchildren. Sarah works for Roanoke Animal Hospital. 
 
  Fred is very friendly and outgoing so talk with him and you can learn more about him. 
 
 

 Krystal King 

 

  Oak Grove welcomes Krystal King as our newest 
employee as a Child Care Worker. She brings 
passion and love for children to her work in our 
nurseries. Our children are benefiting from 
Krystal’s solid experience and education in this 
field.  

We are so glad you’re here, Krystal! 



  
COB Team Participates in Interstate Church of God Tournament by Todd Marcum 

  Oak Grove recently sponsored a team in the Interstate Church of God Tournament, which 
raises money for missions in Paraguay, South America. The sponsorship was paid through 
an honorarium given in memory of Bill Whitlow, a longtime coach of the Oak Grove softball 
team. 

  The tournament emphasizes sportsmanship and Christian fellowship, with games opening 
and closing in prayer. It is among the largest tournaments of its kind, attracting participating 
churches from 13 states. 

  The COB team included Oak Grove representatives Tyler Chumbley, Trenton Marcum, 
Landon Elmore, Andrew King, and Todd Marcum, as well as Caleb Quinn from Ninth Street 
and several friends who play with them in the city league. The city league team still carries 
the COB name—an homage to the original Church of the Brethren teams, which date back at 
least 50 years. 

  The COB team had one win, one close loss, and a tie in Saturday’s pool play, and two wins 
and two losses in highly competitive bracket play at Moyer Sports Complex in Salem. 

  Playing on the softball team was one of the first ways I bonded with people from the church. 
Back then, Jerry Twigg was pitching, while Wayne Cook and Neil Mussleman alternated at 
first base. Greg Broyles and Mike Elmore patrolled the outfield. I played third base, and Kent 
Garno was our shortstop. 

  I could go on, but those are cherished memories for me and an important part of my Oak 
Grove journey. I am happy to see the tradition carrying on. 

 

 

 

 

 

Below:  Tyler Chumbley 

praying before team play. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fall Bazaar  
October 17, 2026  

8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
   
  Oak Grove’s Fall Bazaar will be held Saturday, October 17, 2026, from 8:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 
We will have handcrafted items from Christmas decorations to pottery, candles, wood 
items and more! There will also be a bountiful bake sale, Country Store and “next to new” 
booth. 
  
  It takes many good cooks, bakers, talented crafters, jelly makers and organizers to have a 
successful bazaar. A number of our crafters have been meeting regularly throughout the 
year enjoying creating fellowship and unique items. We are counting on the church family 
to add their items. 
  
  The Country Store is always popular and there you will find jellies, jams and fresh 
produce. There are also areas for potted plants and pumpkins. The shifts for volunteers in 
the different areas are 7:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. We will also need 
volunteers to help the cashiers.  
  
  We will be setting up in the fellowship hall for the Bazaar after church, October 11th. 
Tables and many chairs need to be moved as well as racks and items brought down form 
upstairs. Starting October 12th volunteers from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. each morning can 
help set-up the displays in the different areas. 
  
  The proceeds will support the Good Samaritan Fund here at Oak Grove. These funds are 
used to help members of the community with rent, utilities, and payments for medications, 
etc. 
  
  We have many talented people in our congregation and this is an excellent              
opportunity to share your talents, fellowship with others, and with guests who come to 
shop.  Please contact Rena’ Brown (540) 525-8726 to reserve your time for volunteering.  
  
 

 



 

 

Roanoke Justice Ministries House Meeting – October 8, 2026 

  The newly formed Oak Grove Roanoke Justice Ministries Team will be hosting a House Meeting on 
October 8 in the fellowship hall. We will serve a light meal at 5:30 p.m., followed by the meeting 
from 6:00–7:30 p.m. 

  So, what is a house meeting? A house meeting is an important first step in the work of Roanoke Justice 
Ministries (RJM). It is an opportunity to gather together and identify issues in our community that 
concern us—what RJM describes as the things that are “keeping us up at night.” 

  During the meeting, we will talk about the issues and problems we see in our community and what we 
believe need attention.  Everyone is encouraged to attend and be part of the conversation. 

  Roanoke Justice Ministries is a coalition of faith communities working together to address systemic 
issues affecting our neighbors through research, relationship-building, and collective action. By bringing 
diverse congregations together, RJM seeks practical, lasting solutions to challenges facing the Roanoke 
Valley. 

 

 

 

 



Contact Susan Simmons for more information! 

Sunday, October 11th 



Camp Bethel News 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Go to campbethelvirginia.org for more information! 

campbethelvirginia.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2026 Highlights 

  3- Heritage Day Festival at Camp Bethel 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

  3- SHP Bed Build at Elks Lodge at 8:30 a.m. 

  9-  District Hymn Sing at Germantown Brick at 6:00 p.m. 

10- SHP Bed Build at Mohawk Dr. at 8:30 a.m. 

11- Leadership Team Meeting at 12:30 p.m. 

11- Crop Hunger Walk starts at 2101 Jefferson St. at 2:00 p.m. 

15- Finance Commission is meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

17- SHP Bed Build at Red Valley UMC at 8:30 a.m. 

17- Fall Bazaar and Community Festival 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

21- Munch Bunch meeting at 11:00 a.m. at 611 Steakhouse. 

31- Trek or Treat at Camp Bethel from 4:00 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
Munch Bunch is October 21st at 11:00 a.m.  This 

month the group is dining at 611 Steakhouse. 

October 11, 2026 



 

 



 

 



Pastor’s Column for October 2026 
 Our Men’s Bible Study is currently exploring a series of topics that I might loosely call Things We Wonder About. 
The topics came from suggestions generated during our September planning meeting. One of those topics came 
as no surprise to me, as I’ve heard variations of it throughout my ministry: “How can I forgive someone who won’t 
change their behavior?” 

 Forgiveness is a complex subject because each person’s experience of giving and receiving forgiveness is unique. 
Any thoughtful answer to this question must, at the very least, take into account several things: 

• The nature and seriousness of the offense and the injury it caused. 
• The closeness of the relationship prior to hurt. 
• The culpability of the wrongdoer. 
• The willingness of the wrongdoer to make things right. 
• What kind of relationship is desired or possible after the hurt. 

 Any answer we offer about forgiveness must begin here. But what do we do when the person who hurt us refuses 
to acknowledge or change their behavior? 

 To this I would add one more point to consider: 

• Do you understand that forgiveness and reconciliation are two different things?  

 Most of the time, people wrestling with this question to me aren’t clear about this distinction and assume that any 
definition of forgiveness must include “fixing” the relationship or making things like they were before. But that is not 
necessarily the case. 

 Forgiveness focuses on the feelings and attitudes of the person who has been hurt. My definition of forgiveness is: 

To release angry or hurt feelings toward someone who has wronged us  
and recognize the possibility of a new future with them. 

 When I forgive someone, I open the door to freedom from negative feelings, the desire for revenge, and for my 
future to be defined by something someone did to me. A new future might be possible but creating that future 
requires the sincere participation of the person who caused the hurt. If they are unwilling to change, their behavior 
will limit, or even make impossible, a renewed relationship. Obviously, that can present a host of other issues, but 
those issues are separate from forgiveness.  

 If you’re struggling to forgive someone, I offer the following steps as a way forward: 

• Work through the points listed above. Make sure you clearly understand the nature of the hurt and the 
culpability of the person who hurt you. You may want to work through this step by keeping a journal, talking 
with a trusted friend, or seeing a counselor.  

• Consider the response of the person who hurt you. Have they offered a sincere apology without 
qualifications or excuses? Are they willing to do what is necessary to repair the damage? 

• Pray for the person who hurt you. Are you able to honestly pray that God would bless them? Are you able to 
pray that you want God to bless them? 

• Keep the difference between forgiveness and reconciliation clear. Forgiving someone does not necessarily 
mean restoring the relationship to what it once was. Reconciliation requires the willingness and participation 
of all parties to a conflict. 

 If you ever need to talk these things through, I’m here to listen. 
 



Leadership Team News 
Connie Bierly, Leadership Team Chair 

 
If you have questions, suggestions or would like more information, please contact me by text/phone:   540-314-5862 or 
email: cnbierly@gmail.com   
 
All commissions/committees have begun planning for the 2027 Budget.  The finalized, proposed 2027 budget is scheduled for 
members’ vote at Council Meeting on November 8.  If possible, please make time in your already very busy life to attend this 
important meeting. This is the council meeting where we vote on our slate for the upcoming year and our budget.  
 
I am delighted to report that Pastor Tim has begun conversations with the Leadership Team and Ministry and Worship 
Commission for planning a 9-week Pastoral Sabbatical for 2027.   You can read all about the Church of the Brethren's policy on 
sabbaticals at this link: 
• https://www.brethren.org/ministryoffice/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2018/09/guidelines-sabbath-rest.pdf 

 
Topics discussed at our September monthly meeting include: 
 
Pastor Tim: As I read (and listened) to Tim's report on September 13th, I had to chuckle to myself.  Why did I chuckle?  Because 
I can't begin to imagine any pastor has anything close to what I'd consider a "normal rhythm" of life. If you're curious or perhaps 
taken aback by my chuckle, I'd be happy to explain in more detail.  Just ask me. That said, Tim reports that "the normal rhythm 
of congregational life has returned: Sunday morning, midweek Bible study, various meetings, visitations, and outreach."  He 
notes there are both joys and  concerns in our congregation.  One concern: we see an increase in the numbers of congregational 
members who are struggling with health or financial matters within their lives. One joy: we see an increase in Sunday School 
attendance.  This increase is especially notable in The Friendship Class and is, in large part, thanks to the leadership of Greg 
Broyles.  Tim's work at the district level: (1) serves as Chairperson of the District's Peace Affairs Committee; (2) he and Lynette 
are the coordinators for the District Conference Pastors' CEU event and are (3) coordinators for the Districts' Ministers and 
Spouses Retreat. His work on our denominational level includes (1) progress on the Sermon on the Mount devotional book and 
(2) plans to begin writing the teachers' introductions for the SHINE Sunday School curriculum this winter.   
 
Minister of Nurture and Music:  I'm guessing her normal rhythm of congregational life is like Tim's: Sunday morning, mid-week 
Bible Study, meetings, visitation, and outreach. More specifically, Carol coordinates activities for our children/families, our 
youth, and directs our music.  We are blessed with lots of talented musicians and singers who share their gifts with us each 
Sunday and at special occasions throughout the year. It does, however, take time and a gifted person to coordinate all that 
talent.  For us that person is Carol! She also works closely with our Christian Education Commission to coordinate the many 
activities for our children and youth including worship services, Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, FaithX, and National 
Youth Conference.  FaithX is the workcamp held in Hershey, Pennsylvania, July 5-10 where four youth and three chaperones 
served at a therapeutic riding program.  July 14-25, took Carol, one additional chaperone, and two youth to Colorado and on the 
Virlina Bus Trip.  Carol is also active on the district and denominational level. She serves as our 2026 moderator-elect for District 
Conference which means she'll be our 2027 District Conference Moderator.  (I'm thinking our conference theme in 2027 might 
be something musical.) 
 
Deacon Board: Our Deacons continually review, update, and revise our shepherding list to ensure we all have a Deacon on 
whom to call upon as needed.  Do you know who your Deacon is?  Did you know you have a Deacon? If you answer no to either 
question, please reach out to me or to Todd Marcum.  Todd is our very hardworking, dedicated Deacon Board Chairperson. 
Deacons assist Pastor Tim with visitation needs and work diligently to plan our Bread and Cup Communion services and our 
Love Feast and Communion services.  Currently plans are underway for our next Love Feast scheduled for November 1 following 
worship service and will be a bit different than in the past. While holding fast to our Biblical beliefs, we will be washing hands 
rather than feet at this service. Mark your calendars now for the November 1st service. 
 
Christian Education Commission: Krystal King has been hired to help with children from ages infant to third grade each Sunday 
from 9:30 to 12:30. Krystal began her work with us on August 23. In addition to Krystal, six volunteers are needed to ensure 
complete coverage of our childcare needs throughout the year. One Sunday School teacher is needed for our PreK class. If you 
can help, please contact either Lisa Newell, Commission Chairperson, or Gloria Harmon, Nursery Director.  
 
 
 

mailto:cnbierly@gmail.com
https://www.brethren.org/ministryoffice/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2018/09/guidelines-sabbath-rest.pdf


Evangelism and Membership Commission: We continue to work on plans to be a part of the fall Church Bazaar.  Activities 
planned by this commission include food, a bounce house for kids, and other games. Serving in their role as Nominating 
Committee, this commission has begun work for our 2027 slate and are continuing discussions for our 125th Anniversary in 
2027. One idea considered is a "let's play Brethren trivia" during an after church fellowship time.  
 
Finance Commission: Finance Commission meets each month to review financials, discuss future financial needs of the 
church, and assist Pastor Tim to plan the annual Stewardship. The Finance Commission will work with all the commissions to 
finalize our 2027 proposed budget for Fall Council Meeting. On August 20, the resignation of Shelly Haas as our church treasurer 
was accepted effective September 3, 2026.  Due in large part to the transition of our bookkeeping and payroll responsibilities to 
Neely's Accounting Services, there are no current plans to fill this vacancy.  Carolyn Morris and Becky Fowler have agreed to 
volunteer their time to support this plan.  If you have questions, please contact either Carolyn Morris, Finance Commission 
Chair or Connie Bierly. 
 
Ministry and Worship Commission: We continue to ensure our pulpit is filled each Sunday when Pastor Tim is away. With plans 
for an upcoming pastor's sabbatical, 2027 is shaping up to be a bit busier than usual for this team. The commission has also 
brainstormed ideas for the 125th anniversary.  Their brainstorming has resulted in lots of good ideas including:  children creating 
a large poster with their hands to display, have one of the "older" hymns sung each Sunday ("older" for example from our Red 
Hymnal), asking Carol to do a solo, creating a "Tim and Friends" program, offering flower/church decorations to our decorating 
committee, asking various congregation members to read a special prayer or a piece of history during a worship service.  
 
Missions & Service Commission:  Please mark your calendars for our church picnic in 2027!  Reservations are made for July 
18, 2027, for the Shelter by the Spring  at Camp Bethel.  We will have the pool from 1 to 3 and plan on eating at 4pm.  Tim and 
the men's crew cooked breakfast for August 30th back-to-school kick off.  Everyone reported having a wonderful time.  
Coordinator is needed for our Cobbler Booth on October 11 at Camp Bethel's Heritage Day. If you are available, please contact 
Rhonda Marcum, Chair of the commission, or Ellen Phillips.  Susan Simmons and Evan Jacobs have agreed to serve as co-chairs 
for this year's CROP walk on October 11, 2026.  Want to walk or to donate?  Please see Susan or Evan. 
 
Peace and Justice Committee: Mark your calendars to come to church on October 8 for our House Meeting to continue our 
participation with Roanoke Justice Ministries.  We will enjoy a light meal at 5:30pm with a bit of fellowship time followed by our 
6:00 p.m. meeting.  Our meeting will be a time for us to talk about what we believe are priority issues and concerns within the 
City of Roanoke and surrounding areas that Roanoke Justice Ministries might work towards improving.  Questions?  Please 
reach out to Ellen Phillips, Pastor Tim, or Connie Bierly. 
 
Property Commission:  Our current parsonage tenant continues to be on month-to-month lease with an expected end date in  
November.   To give us an idea of what maintenance might be needed before a new tenant can move in, Long & Foster has 
scheduled a home inspection. The new furniture has been placed in our side entryway and additional new furniture for the 
vestibule area is also in place. Changes are planned for our internet services and phone services.  Changes to the internet are 
expected to not only reduce our monthly expense but also improve our ability to broadcast Sunday worship service. Leadership 
Team has approved the appointment of Fred Porter to our Property Commission.  Questions?  Please talk to Mike Tyler, Chair of 
the commission. 
 
Do you find the Leadership Team News article helpful?  If you do, I'd like to hear from you.  If you don't, I'd love to hear from 
you.  The goal is to provide everyone with a bit more detail about what your elected Leadership Team discusses at each 
monthly meeting.   
 
 

Virlina District Hymn Sing 
Friday October 9, 2026 

Germantown Brick Church of the Brethren 

Robin Lavinder is the host. 
Begins with dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

Mark your calendar. Spread the word! 
 

 
 

Virlina District Conference Choir 
Singing on November 13, 2026 

Rehearsals are October 18 at                  
3:00 p.m. at Peters Creek CoB &               

6:00 p.m. on November 13 (before 
conference starts.) 

Everyone welcome to join! 
 
 



 

10 a.m.-
Women’s 
Faith Study 
Group 
2 p.m.-Games 
5:30 p.m.- 
Commissions 
Meeting 
6:30 p.m.-
Christina Ed. 
 

 
9:45 a.m.- 
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.- 
Worship 

9:00 a.m.- 
Crafts 
 

 

 

6 p.m.-Peace 
and Justice 

10 a.m.-
Handbells 
 
 
6 p.m.-Men’s 
Bible Study 
7 p.m.- Choir 

10 a.m.-
Women’s Faith 
Study Group 
2 p.m.-Games 
5:30 p.m.- 
Roanoke 
Justice 
Ministries 
House Meeting 
 

9:45 a.m.- 
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.- 
Worship 
12:30 p.m.-
Leadership 
Team 
2 p.m.-Crop 
Walk 

9:00 a.m.- 
Crafts 
12:30 p.m.- 
Backpack 
7 p.m.-
Brethren 
Disaster 
Meeting 

10 a.m.-
Handbells 
 
 
6 p.m.-Men’s 
Bible Study 
7 p.m.- Choir 
 

10 a.m.-
Women’s 
Faith Study 
Group 
2 p.m.-
Games 
5:30 p.m.- 
Finance 
Meeting 

9:45 a.m.- 
Sunday 
School 
11:00 a.m.- 
Worship 
 

9:00 a.m.- 
Crafts 
 

10 a.m.-
Handbells 
11 a.m.-
Munch Bunch 
 
6 p.m.-Men’s 
Bible Study 
7 p.m.- Choir 
 

10 a.m.-
Women’s 
Faith Study 
Group 
2 p.m.-
Games 
 

9:45 a.m.- 
Sunday 
School 
11:00 a.m.- 
Worship 
 

9:00 a.m.- 
Crafts 
 
12:30 p.m.- 
Backpack 
 

10 a.m.-
Handbells 
 
 
6 p.m.-Men’s 
Bible Study 
7 p.m.- Choir 
 

10 a.m.-
Women’s 
Faith Study 
Group 
2 p.m.-
Games 
 

Bryana will be on vacation through October 7th. 

  

 

7:30 a.m.- 
Heritage 
Day 
8:30 a.m.- 
SHP Bed 
Build at Elks 
Lodge 

8:30 a.m.- 
SHP Bed 
Build at 
Mohawk 
Ave. 

Fall Bazaar 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Community 

Festival                 

10 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

8:30 a.m.- SHP 
Bed Build at Red 
Valley UMC 

 

 

 

Bazaar Set-up in Fellowship Hall 

Trek or Treat at 

Camp Bethel          

4-6:30 p.m. 

6 p.m.- 
Hymn Sing 
Germantown 
Brick 


